np | Ann B. Vose
PY ORIGINAL 1742 Candi Lane

N. Mankato, MN 56003
March 26, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CD Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am witing on behalf of the National PTA and the Hoover School PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen doesn't provide sufficient content information so parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. From parents who | have
spoken to there is a preference to know about the content of programs. We as parents
do not want the TV industry to decide what is best for our children. Based on content
information about programs parents want to be able to make TV viewing choices.
Rating systems should include content discriptions on the screen and in publicized TV
schedules.

By law the FCC is reqired to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.

Please consider the following ideas for the rating system. Content is very important to
parents-specifically, parents want to know when TV programs will include violence,
sexual depiction/nudity, and vulgar language. Require that a V-chip band be broad
enough to allow parents to receive more that one rating system. The rating icon
should be placed more prominently on the TV screen. The rating board should
include parents and be independent of the industry. Finally, the FCC rating system
should be evaluated by independent research to see if it meets the needs of parents,
like myself.

Thank you for your consideration on this most important issue.

/

Sincer

Hoover School PTA President
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The North Carnlina

Extension Homemakers Assorciation, Inr.

February 1997
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The Honorable Reed Hunt

Federal Commmunications Commission
1919 M Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner  Hunt

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications Commission to hold a public
hearing as part of its review of the television industry's rating system.

The National Association for Family and Community Education and its affiliate, North
Carolina Extension Homemakers Association, are grass-roots organizations which have
been actively involved in family issues for the past 60 years. We are concerned that
the family issue of the recently implemented television rating system does not address
the needs of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based television rating system deserve a
public hearing. We urge you to hold such a hearing soon on this issue which is so
important to families in America today.

Sincerely,WZ@ @ | M % ‘
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.'W., Room 222 R T\
Washington, DC 20554 %‘“{:f’:jf’;: AR ETEE

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners;
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Enoch Elementary PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient contents information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programnting for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of the programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S.
News and World Report, and by the Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the
TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those
choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system
without content descriptions on the screen and in publicized periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ do not beleive this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead [
request the following;

#¢ That under no circutmstances should the FCT approve the indistiy's rating systéti.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for Violence), S (for sexual depiction or nudity),
and L (for Language),

** That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

** That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on
the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

** That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents, and

** That any rating systern by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank You for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely, ‘
"' . ‘,‘2_"&”"'7{__ LA CL I'/i 28 6’(“' @«@"/"“N‘w ﬁ%/!‘z’e&ﬁ /
Enoch, Utah

No. of Copies rec’

List ABCLE

.




SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners prysesm g
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission R T NI R R
1919 M Strect N.W., Room 222

\Vashmgton DC ’()554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commlsswners

‘RE: CS Docket N_o. 97-55, FCC 97-34
- O Brus

1 am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and ?:he LocaL Priy  (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack

Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997.The rating svmbol on
‘the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
‘demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report. and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the prograini.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless

The FCC, by law,is: requu’ed to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

= That the FCC 1equire aV-chip band brozd enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating systens;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sin'c:e'rel'y,“' v o

Your Name
Town, State - o . ,
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N'W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners; T T
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Enoch Elementary PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient contents information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of the programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S.
News and World Report, and by the Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the
TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those
choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system
without content descriptions on the screen and in publicized periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ do not beleive this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead [
request the following;

** That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industiy's rating sysiéti.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for Violence), S (for sexual depiction or nudity),
and L (for Language);

** That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

** That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on
the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

** That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parenis; and

** That any rating system by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank You for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,
Clon T it

Enoch, Utah

No. of Cepies rec’d 0
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N. W., Room 222 o I
Washington, DC 20554 e

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97 - 55, FCC 97 - 34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Robert D. Wilson PTA, Inc. to voice my opposition to the v-chip
rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want
the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry
rating system. Instead, we request the following:

. That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence),
S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

. That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
sysiem;
. That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more

frequently during the course of a program;
. That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents, and

. That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

571/@/77%37/ a,

N
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Coaiition

Chairman—-
Carl Joliff

Vice Chairman—
Bradley W. Dunham

Secretary—
Robent Ulrich
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Roy M. Endres
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Doug Chetey
Tom Smith
Lyall Sutton
Terry Thomas
Jerry Trecek
Dave Zimmer

Advisory Council—
Henry Altorfer
Raobert Barth

Eli Beltran

Dr. Bob Benningfield
Linda Butler
Wayne.Carmichael
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Dr. Pat Flaherty
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Sheri Johnston
Mayor Jim Maloof
Tony Plattner

Rev. John Queen
Rod Schertz

Les Strong
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Gary Uftring
Charles Weaver
Deborah Weibel
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Bob Wilton

QP Concerned Citizems:

P.O. Box 10272 « Peoria, IL 61612-0272 « Ph. (309) 676-1009 » FAX: (30 (;

March 26, 1997

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. St. NW Room 22
Washington, DC 20554

Atttn: CS Docket No. 97-55

Dear Sir,

The Coalition of Concerned Citizens is a local organization in Peoria, Illinois, that
advocates family values. Our Mission Statement is to protect, defend, promote
and reclaim traditional American family values which are essential to the moral
fabric of our community. We have a mailing list of over 5,000. The enclosed
newsletter will provide additional information about the organization.

We strongly feel that the values of Hollywood are not the values of most
American families. Therefore, the CCC feels that the television rating system
should be specific in its description of content-- such as profanity, violence, and
sexual material. Also, all networks should use the same system, not develop
their own.

Thank you for your consideration of our viewpoint.

Sincerel

Robert Ulrich
Secretary
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March 21, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o FCC
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, DC 20554 AL R I
RS ITEN) o
c (\(‘\";\:‘4 L ,{i\v‘(‘_
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commission \(g W

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I have not been happy with the current t.v. rating system. As a parent, | find that it does not give
me enough information about the program to discern whether the material is appropriate for my
children.

I concur with the National PTA and the other studies that have been conducted that we need a
rating system that tells whether there is violence, nudity, or adult language within a program.

Please do not approve the current rating system. Instead require that the industry give more
information such as V- for violence, S-for sexual depiction and nudity, and L-for language.

Make the icon on the screen larger and appear more often during the program, so that parents
may readily see what their children may be in the process of watching.

Make the rating board be independent of the industry and allow parents to decide the parameters
for the content of a program.

And make any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for addressing this very important issue and listening to comments from very
concerned parents such as myself.

Sincerely, ’

452 S. Glen Dr.
Fruit Heights, UT 84037
(801) 544-3833
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March, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chatrman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC97-34

As a member of the National PTA and the Manor Hill PTA in Lombard, Il, I am
writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti,
Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on Jan. 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
my TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that L, as a parent, can
decide what is appropriate for my family to watch.

T strongly agree with the results of major surveys released in the fall which showed that
parents don't want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. I want to
make those choices mysclf, based on content information about the program.
Furthermore, the ratings should be published in advance of a program's airing in penodlcals
that carry TV schedules.

By law, the FCC is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do NOT believe this
system does so. I ask the FCC NOT to approve the industry rating system. Instead, I
request the following:

* Under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's current rating
system. The FCC should accept a rating system only if it includes information about the
content and frequency of violence (V), sexual depiction and nudity (S) and adult language

L)

* The FCC should require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents
to receive more than onc rating system.

* The rating icon on the TV screen should be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen and appear more frequently during the course of a program..

* The rating board should be independent of the industry and the FCC, and it
should inciude parenis.

* Any rating system approved by the FCC should be evaluated by an independent
research source to determine if it meets the needs of parents,

Though I can and often do turn off the TV in my home, it remains by far the most
pervasive influence on America’s children with the potential for enormous impact on
society. Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue of utmost importance to

all of our children and families.
f Y lent e

0
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

o QRGN
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34  DOUE! FEW

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. 1 don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead , I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content such a V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets families' needs, [ recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertainment industry and
the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely,

wn

umin
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commuissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. I don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. 1 do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead , I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content such a V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets families' needs, I recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertamment industry and

the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely (//)
Summerville High Scéool

Summerville, SC

No. of Conias raz’d
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222 e

Washington, DC 20554

JF

DORKES FLE COPYO

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissiondrs:

G
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. 1 don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead , I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content such a V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets families' needs, [ recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertainment industry and

the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely,

; ; ) / g
(o dki ﬂ@%@ﬂ
Summerville High School
Summerville, SC
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

— ~TICNAL

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

DOCKETFAEC

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Farimington Elementary PTA to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient information for parents to make a know!ledgeable decision about the program
they are about to watch.

As parents we have the right to decide what is appropriat: for our families to watch. The TV
industry does not have the right to with hold informatior. sa that our decisions are not accurate.
TV programs contents (S-sex, V-violence, N-nudity, and [.-language) need to be made known by
some kind of a system that would educate the individuals about what they are about to watch.
As parents we are capable of making our own decisions and choices based on gontent
information about the program. Any rating system withow: content descriptions on the screen
and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is uveless.

By law the FCC is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. ‘W< don’t believe this system dees. We
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following;:

> That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system tha: does not include content
information about programs such as V, S, N, ancl L. How much? How graphic?

> That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to reccive
more than one rating system;
> That the rating icons on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the

screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

> That the rating board be independent of the incustrv and the FCC and that it includes
parents; and

> That the rating system approved by the FCC be eva uated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of the parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue 50 important to children and families of
our nation,

Member of ‘armingto Efeﬂf%é_ -

Farmington, UT
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Warren Twp. PTA

Warren Central Hieh School
9301 . 18th Street
Indpls.. In. 46229

March 19, 1997,

Chairman Reed [fundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222

Washincton, D.C. 205354

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: UOCKETF“ECO?' i

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-35, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Warren Township PTA to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group. on January 17. 1987.
The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives
parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the
National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC. by law, is required to determine whether the industry’'s rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

-- That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not
include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for
sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

--That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enocugh that would allow parents
to receive more than one rating system:

--That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a
program;

--That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that
it include parents; and

-~That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank yown for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely. . : )
_ rely M. of Gopies rec'd
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N'W., Room 222 ‘NN'
Washington, DC 20554 UEl FF Py e

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

J am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Bluford Communications Magnet PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV
programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents
do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those
choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

® That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language),

® That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system,

® That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

® That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Qgi A SR

Greensboro, North Carolina

Lict ABCDE
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March 24,1997

o i) it i JC¥ET FLE OOPY ORIGNAL
1919 M Qizeet NW, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554
Deaz Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 9724

1 am writing on behalf of the National PTA and ag Precident of the Albestville PTA Council to voice my opposition
to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valent], Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January
17,1997, Tberwngsgmbolmtheﬂmdonmtmsdﬁemmmm:ﬁmwthapmum
make deciciong about what is appropriste TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonsteate overwhelming parent prefevence for a rating system that gives parents information about the
content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry o interpret what is best for their children, Parents want to
make those choicss themselves baced on content information about the program. Ang rating system without

content descriptions on the eereen and publicised in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is uesless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Tdo not believe thig system doeg so and ack that the FCC not approve the

industry ratings system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumetances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Farther, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such ag
V (for violence), § ffor sexual depiction and nudity) and L fior lanquage)

* That the FCC require aV-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to recsive more than
one rating gystem;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the sereen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and tht it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents,

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
Sincerely,

@m hote)

Albertville, Al. Mo of Cepias rec'd 0
Lot ARGDE




Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554
GINAL
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners(CKET FLE COPY OR

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,

Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act 0f 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request
the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system; A

That the rating icon on ‘the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and,;

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely, O

Ne. of Copies rec'd
Magu A Marsdes)

List ABCDE




Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commuissioners: DOCKET FUE copY ORIGINAL
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. I don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating sysiem without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead , I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content such a V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets tamilies' needs, [ recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertainment industry and
the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely,

;\/ﬂcmﬁ e

»Summervill igh School
Summerville, SC




Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:  DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. 1 don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead , I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content such a V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets families' needs, [ recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertainment industry and
the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely,

(ot Ptz
Summerville High School
Summerville, SC

No. of Copies rec'd ,__Q__
List ABCGLE




Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554 L
LRET ELE COPY ORIGINAL

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. 1 don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead, I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content such a V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets families’ needs, [ recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertainment industry and
the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

Sincerely,

M

Summerville High-School
Summerville, SC

Mo, of Coples rec'd
List ARG
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners: -~ & === - W

¢/0 Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222 T ey
Washington, DC 20554 S

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

1 am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,
Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request
the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system: .

That the rating icon on ‘the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program,

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and,

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families. O
No. of Copies rec'd

Sincerely, List ABCDE
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commuissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented
by the TV Rating Implementation Group. I don't believe that the rating
symbol on the TV screen provides sufficient content information so that
parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. I do not wani the TV industry to interpret what is best for my
children. I want to make those choices myself based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and in periodicals that carry TV schedulings 1s useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating
system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve
the industry rating system. Instead , I request that a content-based rating
system be adopted which includes symbols about program content sucha V
(for violence), S ( for sexual depiction and nudity), and L ( for language). To
assure that this rating system meets families' needs, [ recommend that any
proposed system be evaluated independent of the entertainment industry and
the FCC.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to
children and families.

ncerely,

Vana B

Sufnmerville High Sct
Summerwille, SC

ol

. of Copies rac'd 0
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March 28, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W_, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: DOCKET FILE COP Y QR'G'NAL

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97- 34

I am [we are] writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Locust Elementary PTA, 5th
District, to voice my [our] opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valente,
Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the
TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents
information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and
World Report, and Media Studies Center/ Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and publicizied in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I [we] do not believe this system does so
and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following;

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should acccept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V [for violence], S [for sexual depiction and nudity] and L [for language];

* That the FCC require a V- chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screeen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;

~ * That any rating system approved be the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
Sincerely,

/44 w , P7A FRESI DENT No. of Copies rec'd ____Q___..
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! l l DS GREAT FALLS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
1100 4th Street South

PO. Box 2429
Great Falls, Montana 59403
(406) 791-2300

March 26, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
%Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

Re: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the Morningside School PTA, Great Falls, Montana, to voice our
opposition to the age-based television rating system being proposed by the television industry.

Like the National PTA, we oppose this system because it does not provide parents and families
with information about the content of a program as part of the rating on the TV screen.

Parents have told us what they want in TV ratings:
* 62% of parents voted for a system that sheds light on program content
-U.S. News & World Report poll, September 9, 1996

* 80% of parents want separate ratings for sex, violence, and language content-not a single
summary rating for programs

-What Do Parents Want in Television Ratings? National PTA, Institute of Mental Health
Initiatives, Dr. Joanne Cantor of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, November 21, 1996.

* 73% of Americans support a TV rating system based on program content, versus 15% that
support a system like the movie system which is based on age
-Media Studies Center/Roper Center, December 12, 1996

As a PTA, we do want the TV industry to interpret what is best for our children. We want to make
that choice ourselves, as parents, based on content information about the program Content
descriptions are necessary and important to the children and families we represent.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views as a local PTA unit.

Sincerely,

Bill Salonen, Principal
Morningside School PTA

4119 7th Ave. N.
Great Falls, MT 59405

ph No. of Gopies rec'd _Q__
iist ABCDE
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March 26, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communicatione Commisaion
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing to voice my gpposition to the v—chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
(3roup, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol an the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make decisions about what ic appraopriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives
parents information about the content of programs were conducted by
the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what 1is best for their children. Parents want to make those
choices themselves based an content information about the pragram.
Any rating system without cantent descriptions an the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, 1is reqguired to determine whether the industry’s
rating system has met statutory requirements af the
Telecammunications Act of 1996, 1 do naot believe this system does
so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, we requecst the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the
industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating
system that does not include content information about programs
such as V {(for violence), § {(for cexual depiction and nudity) and
L. {(for language):

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow
parents ta receive mare than one rating system:

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
praminently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently ,
during the caurcse of a program:? L A Lers
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